The isolation of gonococci from infected secretions is often made difficult because of overgrowth by other organisms. In latent and chronic infections in women the numbers of gonococci present are often scanty and the sites from which cultures are taken are usually heavily colonized by other organisms such as staphylococci, diphtheroids, and coliform bacilli; these grow profusely on the enriched media which are necessary to support growth of the gonococcus.
Many agents have been added to media to improve the chances of isolating gonococci by selectively inhibiting the growth of other organisms. Such substances as crystal violet, Nile blue, aerosporin, tyrothricin, thallium acetate, and boric acid have been tried; none has proved entirely satisfactory in practice because the concentrations needed to inhibit the growth of contaminants are usually too close to those inhibiting gonococci. Thayer and Martin (1964) have advocated the use of a combination of polymyxin and ristocetin added in conventional media at concentrations of 25 units/ml. and 10 sg/ml. respectively.
Polymyxin is active against many Gram-negative organisms and ristocetin against Gram-positive flora; the combination allows the growth of gonococci but gives a marked suppression of the growth of many other organisms present in the genital tract. Wende, Forshner, and Knox (1964) Specimens of secretions were collected on charcoalimpregnated swabs which were left in Stuart's transport medium (Moffett, Young, and Stuart, 1948) at refrigerator temperature until they could be plated out, usually after an interval of 18 to 24 hours. The swabs were plated first on Macleod's chocolate agar with 10 per cent. heated horse blood (Macleod, Coates, Happold, Priestley, and Wheatley, 1934) and then on the same medium to which 25 units/ml. of polymyxin and 10 ,ug/ml. ristocetin were added just before the plates were poured. The inoculated plates were incubated at 36°C. in candle jars for 48 hours.
Organisms were reported as "presumptive gonococci" on the basis of their colonial and microscopical appearance and a positive oxydase test and subcultured to glucose and maltose hydrocele agar slopes to complete their identification.
The sequence of inoculation may have favoured the routine at the expense of the selective medium, as the latter probably received smaller inocula; this was a deliberate choice as it was desired to compare the performance of the selective medium with the exact technique in current use in the laboratory. failure of isolation may have been due to a scanty inoculum rather than to inhibition by the antibiotics. The remaining strain failed to grow, suggesting that it was sensitive to the polymyxin-ristocetin combination. These results suggest that only a small minority of strains of gonococci would be lost through their sensitivity to the action of polymyxin and ristocetin in the concentrations used in the selective medium.
Thayer and Martin in tests on 59 strains found one which showed complete and two which showed partial inhibition of growth in the presence of the combined antibiotics. The results of cultures from individual sites are shown in Table II . The selective medium gave slightly better results with cultures from male patients; in females there was little difference except in cultures from the rectum. Suppression of the growth of contaminating organisms on the selective medium was often marked and sometimes complete compared with the mixed growth usually seen on the same medium without antibiotics. This greatly facilitated subculture of gonococci from the primary plates for fermentation and sensitivity studies. It 
